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FIRST R.F.D. COUNTY-WIDE SYSTEM 1896-1899

Westminster and vicinity Public

Carroll County has the distinction of being the first county
in the United States to have had a county-wide Rural Free
Delivery system in operation. A State Roads Historical

Marker located in front of the Westminster Post Office

states, ''the first complete county Rural Free Delivery Service
in the United States was inaugerated by the Post-Office
Department on December 20, 1899, covering the whole of

Carroll County and small parts of adjacent counties with
Westminster as the central distributing point.'" On October 15,
1896, Carroll County joined an experimental program of the
Post Office Department for rural mail carriers. The program's
success in Carroll County led to the development of a U.S.
Postal Wagon designed by Westminster resident Edwin W. Shriver.
The first Postal Wagon trip was made on April 3, 1899, and
followed a route from Westminster linking Spring Mills,
Warfieldsburg, Baile, Demmings, Taylorsville, Winfield, Gist,
Klee Mill, Bird Hill, Smallwood and Fenby. By the end of the
year, three more wagons were added and rural carriers were
hired to cover the entire county, making it the first
full-scale system in the county.

Drawbacks in the use of the wagons led to their replacement

after five years of service by additional rural carrier routes.
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